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Foreword 
 
Introduction 
This 2008 edition of Michigan Laws Relating to Planning continues a rather 
long tradition. This publication has been a staple in the library of municipal 
planners, planning commissioners, planning consultants, zoning administrators, 
local government managers, and municipal attorneys. It is a handy reference for 
quickly looking up an entire statute or relevant excerpt, and it serves to preserve 
the language of the law at a particular point in time, which makes it a useful 
reference to chart how the law changes over time. This edition reflects 
Michigan law between October and December 2008. 
 
While the State Planning Commission (which existed between 1933 and 1947) 
published a short document with a half dozen local planning and zoning laws in 
the late 1930s and again in early 1940s, the first formal book under the title 
Michigan Laws Relating to Planning that I was able to find, was published in 
1949 (I received a copy from a retiring MSU professor nearly 20 years ago). 
The oldest book by this title listed in both the catalogs of the State of Michigan 
Library and the Michigan State University Library was published in 1959. Both 
libraries list books by the same title in 1968, 1969, 1970, 1975, 1982, 1989 and 
1998. If the 1949 publication was the first, then this is the 10th “edition.” I have 
labeled it as such and hope that my research is correct.  
 
The first five editions from 1949 through 1970 were published by various 
departments of state government, including the Department of Economic 
Development (first), the Sec. of State (second), and the Office of Planning 
Coordination, Ex. Office of the Governor (next three). The next five were 
published through various institutes at Michigan State University: the 1975 
edition by the Institute for Community Development, and the 1982, 1989 and 
1998 editions by Community Development Programs. This edition comes to 
you from the Planning & Zoning Center at Michigan State University, a center 
within the MSU Land Policy Institute. 
 
The 1949 edition had a few economic development laws in addition to planning 
and zoning laws, short “digests” of many statutes, and a comprehensive listing 
of other laws relating to planning. Subsequent volumes dropped the digests and 
by 1991, economic development laws had become so numerous, that a separate 
volume called Michigan Laws Relating to Economic Development and 
Housing was produced. We are publishing the 2nd “edition” of that book as a 
companion to this one. 
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Except for the three volumes of Michigan Laws Relating to Planning 
published in 1968, 1969 and 1970 which had minor changes from one another, 
each “edition” has been longer than the last and organized somewhat 
differently, depending on the editor. This issue is no exception. It is 765 pages 
and that is 59 pages longer than the ninth edition published in 1998. But that is 
misleading, since for the first time, this edition also includes a CD with 2975 
pages of laws related to planning. Two versions were prepared this time, 
because a 2975 page book is too large to easily carry around. Of course, that 
meant some decisions had to be made about what laws to include in the new 
printed version. This 10th edition only includes those laws which (in the editor’s 
opinion) are most frequently referenced in the day-to-day practice of 
community planning in Michigan. To guide that decision, it includes nearly all 
the laws in the 1982, 1989 and 1998 editions (updated of course, and there are 
some exclusions due to repealed or replaced statutes).  
 
To some degree a published book of laws on any topic is an anachronism today, 
as up-to-date versions of all Michigan laws are quickly available to anyone with 
internet access at www.michiganlegislature.org or www.legislature.mi.gov. 
However, for many reasons, internet access is not always available, and having 
a printed copy in hand is nearly indispensible for at least five years. Then 
enough statutory changes have usually occurred to make it necessary to issue a 
new edition. I have held off compiling this edition for three years, waiting until 
the legislature adopted the Michigan Planning Enabling Act. That is one of the 
reasons it has been ten years since the last edition. 
 
Contents 
This edition has laws organized into many more categories than prior editions. 
Hopefully this will make them easier to find. It also restores many laws related 
to natural resources and the environment which were omitted from the last 
edition. 
 
There are two tables of contents. The one in the front lists the contents of this 
book. The one in the back lists the contents of the CD. The CD version of the 
laws is in MS Word and PDF formats. Both the printed and CD versions have 
the added benefit of dozens of statutes that have been law for several decades 
that refer to the local master plan or local zoning ordinance, but were not in 
previous editions. Many planners will find “new laws” in Section VI on the CD 
which addresses “Specific Lands and Land Uses.” Both versions also have four 
important new statutes of note: They are the Joint Municipal Planning Act of 
2003 (as amended), the codified Michigan Zoning Enabling Act (initially 
passed in 2006 and amended in 2008 which repealed three separate zoning 
acts), and the codified Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008 (which also 
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repealed three separate planning acts). A part of a fourth new statute that brings 
us Wind Energy Resource Zones is excerpted. Many statutes are represented 
only by relevant excerpts; so be sure to look up the full statute if you find 
something of interest. 
 
Essentials 
This book and accompanying CD are possible only with the gracious approval 
of the copyright holder, the Michigan Legislative Council which authorized the 
downloading of the selected statutes subject to three caveats: 
1. “The ... Legislative Council does not relinquish its copyright in the 

compilation of Michigan statutes, constitutional provisions, and 
executive reorganization orders; and in the catchlines, history notes, 
compiler’s notes, cross reference notes, annotations, repeal lines and 
notes, table and figure revisions, and editorial revisions and data that 
are part of those documents.”  

2. “The … Michigan statutes are presented on the legislative website 
(www.legislature.mi.gov), without warranties, express or implied, 
regarding the information's accuracy, timeliness, or completeness. 
Further, the information obtained from this site is not intended to 
replace official versions of that information and is subject to revision.” 

3. “The following statement must appear in an appropriate location when 
printing material copyrighted by the Legislative Council:”    

“Portions of this work are reproduced with permission 
of the copyright holder, the Michigan Legislative 
Council.” 

 
Prior editions of Michigan Laws Relating to Planning have been published 
with similar caveats. 
 
Thanks 
As with any publication of this scope, there are many to whom I owe my 
thanks.  
 
First, thanks go to the patient purchasers of this volume. I had not expected this 
task to take so long (nor for the publication to grow so long). The mechanics 
are much more complicated than one would imagine, given that all the text 
already started out in digital form. 
 
Second, three of my graduate students in the MSU Urban and Regional 
Planning Program spent a considerable amount of time working on this 
publication (including all the “fun” work, like proofing), they are Sheila Moore, 
Lincoln Sweet and Jason Ball. In addition, MSU Regional Land Use Educators, 
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Kurt Schindler and Mary Ann Heidemann played a valuable role in helping 
identify statutes that should be included in this edition. 
 
Third, my executive secretary, Lin Leslie, exercised the requisite care necessary 
to ensure accuracy while downloading and converting text, formatting, 
obtaining quotations from printers, coordinating all the mechanics of 
production, and handling all sales.  
 
Fourth, Dr. Soji Adelaja, the genius and founder of the MSU Land Policy 
Institute, whose vision allowed the re-creation of the Planning & Zoning Center 
at MSU. 
 
Of course all content decisions and errors are my responsibility.  
 
Mark A. Wyckoff, FAICP, Editor of the 10th Edition 
Professor and Sr. Associate Director of the Land Policy Institute 
Director of the Planning and Zoning Center at MSU 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Michigan 
December 2008 
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Michigan Laws Relating to Planning 

 
Table of Contents - CD .................................................................................. a-j 
 
Section      Title       Page 
 
I.  Meetings, Records, Incompatible Offices, & State Administrative 

Procedures 
Incompatible Public Offices Act, M.C.L. 15.181 et. seq.  ........................... 1 
Freedom of Information Act, M.C.L. 15.231 et. seq.  ................................. 6 
Open Meetings Act, M.C.L. 15.261 et. seq.  ............................................. 27 

 Administrative Procedures Act of 1969, M.C.L. 24.201 et. seq.  .............. 40 
 
II.   Occupational Codes 
 Building Officials and Inspectors Registration Act, M.C.L. 

338.2301 et. seq.  ............................................................................... 110 
 Occupational Code (Excerpts), M.C.L. 339.105-339.2518 

Definitions (Excerpt), M.C.L. 339.105 ............................................. 120 
Architects, Professional Engineers, and Land Surveyors  

(Excerpt), M.C.L. 339.2001- 339.2014 ...................................... 123 
Foresters (Excerpt), M.C.L. 339.2101-339.2108 .............................. 136 
Landscape Architects (Excerpt), M.C.L. 339.2201-339.2211 ........... 138 
Community Planners (Excerpt), M.C.L. 339.2301-339.2310 ........... 142 
Residential Builders (Excerpt), M.C.L. 339.2401-339.2412............. 146 
Real Estate Brokers and Salespersons (Excerpt), M.C.L.  

339.2501-339.2518 ..................................................................... 166 
  
III. Condominiums, Land Division, Sales, and Construction Regulations 
 Stille-Derossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act,  

M.C.L 125.1501 et. seq ..................................................................... 200 
 Contracts for Improvement to Real Property,  

M.C.L. 125.1591 et. seq.  .................................................................. 258 
Condominium Act (Excerpts), M.C.L. 559.101 et. seq.  ......................... 261 
Land Division Act (Excerpts), M.C.L. 560.101 et. seq.  ......................... 358 

 Land Sales Act, M.C.L. 565.801 et. seq.  ................................................ 445 
 Seller Disclosure Act, M.C.L. 565.951 et.seq.  ........................................ 473 
 
Note: Shaded items are on CD and also in this book.  Non-shaded items are only on the CD. 
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IV.  Planning Statutes  
(Authority for County Planning & Zoning), Charter Counties  

(Excerpt),  M.C.L. 45.515 ................................................................. 488 
Regional Planning, M.C.L. 125.11 et. seq.  ............................................. 490 
Certification of City and Village Plats, M.C.L. 125.51 et. seq.  .............. 496 
Joint Municipal Planning Act, M.C.L. 125.131 et. seq.  .......................... 499 
Michigan Planning Enabling Act, M.C.L. 125.3801 et. seq.  .................. 505 
(State Resource Inventory) Natural Resources and Environmental 

Protection Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.60901-324.60910 .................. 540 
 
V.  Zoning 
 A. Basic Zoning Authority & Publication Requirements 

Township Ordinances (Excerpt) M.C.L. 41.184 ............................... 548 
(Publication of Charter Township Ordinances) The Charter  

Township Act (Excerpt), M.C.L 42.22  ...................................... 549 
The Home Rule City Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 117.4i  ......................... 550 
Zoning Regulations (in newly incorporated villages) 
 (Excerpt), M.C.L. 125.311 .......................................................... 552 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, M.C.L. 125.3101 et. seq.   ............. 552 

  
 B. Partial and Complete Preemptions, Mandatory Coordination on 

Siting, and Special Licensing Provisions1 
(Public Safety) Radio Broadcasting Stations,  

M.C.L. 28.281 et. seq.  ................................................................ 601 
(Armories and Reservations) Michigan Military Act  

(Excerpt), M.C.L. 32.780 ............................................................ 603 
(Locomotive Speed Limit) The General Law Village Act  

(Excerpt), M.C.L. 67.1a .............................................................. 603 
(Locomotive Speed Limit) The Home Rule Village Act  

(Excerpt), M.C.L. 78.26a ............................................................ 604 
(Rail Crossing) The Fourth Class City Act (Excerpt),  

M.C.L. 91.6 ................................................................................. 604 
(Obstruction of Traffic by Train) The Home Rule City Act  

(Excerpt), M.C.L. 117.5d ............................................................ 605 
Control of Junkyards Adjacent to Highways,  

M.C.L. 252.201 et. seq.  .............................................................. 605 
Highway Advertising Act of 1972, M.C.L. 252.301 et. seq.  ............ 610 
Michigan Exposition and Fairgrounds Authority Act  

(Excerpts), M.C.L. 285.165, 285.169, and 285.175b.................. 643 
 

                                                            
1 http://web5.msue.msu.edu/lu/pamphlet/Blaw/AcrobatZoningCanNot.PDF 
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Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act  
 (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.3133-324.82124 
 Water Resources Protection (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.3133 .......... 646 
 Air Pollution Control (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.5542 ..................... 648 
 Pesticide Control (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.8328 ........................... 649 
 Fertilizers (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.8517 ....................................... 651 

Hazardous  Waste Management (Excerpts), M.C.L.  
324.11116, 324.11120, 324.11121, 324.11122,  
324.11125, and 324.11134 ................................................... 653 

Underground Storage Tanks (Excerpts), M.C.L.  
324.21102, 324.21108, and 324.21109 ................................ 664 

Great Lakes Preservation (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.32701  
and 324.32726 ...................................................................... 669 

Supervisor of Wells (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.61505,  
324.61506b, and 324.61525 ................................................. 682 

Surface and Underground Coal Mine Reclamation  
(Excerpt),  M.C.L. 324.63504 .............................................. 685 

Michigan Trailways (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.72101  
and 324.72103 ...................................................................... 685 

Mackinac Island State Park (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.76504, 
324.76702, 324.76903, and 324.77704 ................................ 689 

Snowmobiles (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.82119, 324.82124 ........... 694 
(High School Siting) The Revised School Code (Excerpt),  
 M.C.L. 380.1263 ......................................................................... 698 
(Location of Liquor Establishment from Church or School)  
 Michigan Liquor Control Code of 1998 (Excerpts),  
 M.C.L. 436.1503 and 436.1101-436.1113a ................................ 700 
Junk Yards, M.C.L. 445.451 et. seq.  ................................................ 714 
Michigan Public Service Commission (Excerpts),  
 M.C.L. 460.4 and 460.6 .............................................................. 715  
(Wind Energy Resource Zone) Clean, Renewable, and Efficient  
 Energy Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 460.1141-460.1161 .................... 717 
Railroad Code of 1993 (Excerpt), M.C.L. 462.131 ........................... 727 
State Transportation Preservation Act of 1976 (Excerpt),  

M.C.L. 474.60 ............................................................................. 727 
Sport Shooting Ranges , M.C.L. 691.1541 et. seq.  .......................... 733 
Corrections Code of 1953 (Excerpts), M.C.L. 791.204  

and 791.216 ................................................................................. 737 
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VI.  Specific Lands and Land Uses 
 A.  Foster Care, Homes for the Aged, Day Care, and Related Facilities 

(Adult Foster Care Facilities) Mental Health Code (Excerpt),  
M.C.L. 330.1153 ......................................................................... 741 

(Homes for the Aged) Public Health Code (Excerpts),  
M.C.L. 333.21301-333.21335 and 333.21701-333.21799e ........ 742 

  Housing-With-Services Contract Act, M.C.L. 333.26501 et. seq.  ... 797 
  Adult Foster Care Facility Licensing Act,  

M.C.L. 400.701 et. seq.  .............................................................. 801 
  Child Care Organizations, M.C.L. 722.111 et seq.  .......................... 860 
 
 B.  Airport Regulations and Development 
  Aeronautics Code of the State of Michigan (Excerpts),  

M.C.L. 259.2, 259.54, 259.102, 259.111, 259.116,  
259.120,  259.126-259.136 and 259.151 .................................... 942 

Airport Development, M.C.L. 259.251 et. seq.  ................................ 969 
Special Aeronautical Planning Fund, M.C.L. 259.401 et. seq.  ........ 971 
Airport Zoning Act, M.C.L. 259.431 et. seq.  ................................... 972 
Tall Structure Act, M.C.L. 259.481 et. seq.  ..................................... 989 
Community Airports, M.C.L. 259.621 et. seq.  ............................... 1000 
Airport Authorities, M.C.L. 259.801 et. seq.  ................................. 1014 
 

C.  Mobile Home Parks 
State Housing Development Authority Act of 1966 (Excerpt),  

M.C.L. 125.1497-125.1498 ...................................................... 1024 
The Mobile Home Commission Act, M.C.L. 125.2301 et. seq.  ..... 1031 
The General Property Tax Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 211.2a ............... 1080 

  
 D. Preservation of Historic Sites, Farmland, Open Space, Floodplains, 

High Risk Erosion Areas, Sand Dunes, Natural Rivers, and 
Wilderness 
Agricultural Property Recapture Act, M.C.L. 211.1001 et. seq.  .... 1082 
Qualified Forest Property Recapture Tax Act, M.C.L.  

211.1031 et. seq.  ...................................................................... 1086 
  Michigan Family Farm Development Act (Excerpts),  

M.C.L. 285.253-285.255, and 285.258 ..................................... 1090 
Michigan Right to Farm Act, M.C.L. 286.471 et. seq.  ................... 1096 
Michigan Agricultural Processing Act, M.C.L. 289.821 et. seq.  ... 1105 
Right to Forest Act, M.C.L. 320.2031 et. seq.  ............................... 1111 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act  
 (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.2140-324.51201 
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 Conservation and Historic Preservation Easement, M.C.L. 
324.2140-324.2144 ............................................................. 1116 

Acquisition of Surface Lands for Water Quality  
Control (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.2145-324.2147 .................. 1119 

 Natural Rivers Act, M.C.L., 324.30501-324.30515 ................. 1121 
 Shorelands Protection and Management (High Risk  
  Erosion Areas and Environmental Areas),  
   M.C.L. 324.32301-324.32315 ..................................... 1128 
 Flood, Drainage, and Beach Erosion Control, M.C.L.  
  324.33701-324.33708 ......................................................... 1137 
 Wilderness and Natural Areas Act, M.C.L.  
  324.35101-324.35111 ......................................................... 1141 
 Sand Dunes Protection and Management, M.C.L.  
  324.35301-324.35326 ......................................................... 1147 

Biological Diversity Conservation (Excerpt), M.C.L.  
324.35501-324.35506 ......................................................... 1174 

 Farmland and Open Space Preservation, M.C.L.  
  324.36101-324.36117 ......................................................... 1184 
 Agricultural Preservation Fund, M.C.L.  
  324.36201-324.36207 ......................................................... 1224 

Forest Restoration Pilot Project,  M.C.L.  
324.50106, 324.50108, 324.50144 ..................................... 1233 

Michigan Forest Finance Authority, M.C.L.  
324.50501-324.50522 ......................................................... 1235 

 Commercial Forests (Reserves), M.C.L. 324.51101- 
  324.51120 ........................................................................... 1256 
 Sustainable Forest Conservation Easement Tax Incentitives,  

 M.C.L. 324.51201 .............................................................. 1276 
Municipal Historical Commissions, M.C.L. 399.171 et. seq.  ........ 1278 
Local Historic Districts Act, M.C.L. 399.201 et. seq.  .................... 1279 

  
 E. Public Health  
  Privately Owned Cervidae Producers Marketing Act (Excerpt),  

M.C.L. 287.956 ......................................................................... 1297 
 (Septage Waste Servicers) Natural Resources and  
 Environmental Protection Act (Excerpt),  
 M.C.L. 324.11701-324.11720 .................................................. 1303 
Michigan Health Planning and Health Policy Development Act 

(Excerpt), M.C.L. 325.2010 ...................................................... 1331 
Hospital Authority (Excerpt), M.C.L. 331.1 ................................... 1333 
Medical Center Commission (Excerpt), M.C.L. 331.604 ............... 1335 

 Public Health Code, (Excerpts), M.C.L. 333.1101-333.13831 
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  333.12401-333.12434 ......................................................... 1336 
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Intercounty Committees, M.C.L. 123.641 et. seq.  ................................ 2545 
State Boundary Commission, M.C.L. 123.1001 et. seq.  ....................... 2547 
Intergovernmental Contracts between Municipal Corporations,  

M.C.L. 124.1 et. seq.  ...................................................................... 2566 
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Intergovernmental Conditional Transfer of Property by  
 Contract, M.C.L. 124.21 et. seq.  .................................................... 2580 
Urban Cooperation Act of 1967, M.C.L. 124.501 et. seq.  .................... 2586 
Intergovernmental Transfers of Functions and Responsibilities,  

M.C.L. 124.531 et. seq.  .................................................................. 2603 
Metropolitan Councils Act, M.C.L. 124.651 et. seq.  ............................ 2606 

 
X.   Public Improvements 

General Law Townships:  Partial listing from many statutes authorizing 
public improvements in General Law Townships:   

Pavements, Sidewalks, and Elevated Structures, M.C.L.  
41.271 et. seq.  .......................................................................... 2637 

Township Water Supply and Sewage Disposal Services  
and Facilities, M.C.L. 41.331 et. seq.  ...................................... 2654 

Township and Village Public Improvement and Public  
 Service Act, M.C.L. 41.411 et. seq.  ......................................... 2673 
Township Parks and Places of Recreation, M.C.L.  

41.421 et. seq.  .......................................................................... 2686 
Public Improvements, M.C.L. 41.721 et. seq.  ................................ 2695 

The Charter Township Act (Excerpts), M.C.L. 42.14a, 42.16,  
and 42.31 ......................................................................................... 2713 

County Boards of Commissioners Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 46.11 ........... 2717 
County Public Improvement Act of 1939, M.C.L. 46.171 et. seq.  ....... 2722 
The General Law Village Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 71.1-71.14 ................ 2740 

 The Home Rule Village Act (Excerpts), M.C.L. 78.24c, 78.25b........... 2745 
The General Law Village Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 69.22 ........................ 2746 
(Public Improvements) The Home Rule City Act (Excerpts),  

M.C.L. 117.4a-117.4h, 117.5e, 117.5g, 117.5j, and 117.35 ............ 2747 
(Sale of Parkland) The Home Rule City Act (Excerpt),  
 M.C.L. 117.5   ............................................................................... 2764 
Port Districts, M.C.L. 120.1 et.seq.  ...................................................... 2768 
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120.101 et. seq.  ............................................................................... 2792 
Disposal Plants, M.C.L. 123.271 et. seq.  .............................................. 2812 
Building Authorities, M.C.L. 123.951 et. seq.  ...................................... 2815 
Municipal Sewage and Water Supply Systems, M.C.L.  

124.281 et. seq.  ............................................................................... 2834 
Metropolitan Transportation Authorities Act of 1967, M.C.L.  
 124.401 et. seq.  ............................................................................... 2854 
Safe Drinking Water Financial Assistance Act, M.C.L.  

141.1451 et. seq.  ...................................................................... 2880 
Public Highways and Private Roads (Excerpt), M.C.L. 220.1  ............. 2883 
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(Sewer and Water Systems) Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act (Excerpts), M.C.L. 324.4101-324.4113;  
and 324.4301-324.4312 ................................................................... 2883 

Michigan Energy Employment Act of 1976 (Excerpt),  
M.C.L. 460.831  ............................................................................... 2905 

 
XI. Roads and Right-of-Way Regulations 

Acquisition of Property for Public Highways, M.C.L.  
213.361 et. seq.  ............................................................................... 2907 

(Ride Sharing) Public Highways and Private Roads (Excerpt),  
M.C.L. 225.2  ............................................................................... 2912 

(Drains) Public Highways and Private Roads (Excerpt),  
M.C.L. 235.1-235.8a  ...................................................................... 2913 

Noxious Weeds, M.C.L. 247.61 et. seq.  ............................................... 2918 
Private Roads, M.C.L. 247.201 et. seq.  ................................................ 2925 
Driveways, Banners, and Parades, M.C.L. 247.321 et. seq.  ................. 2925 
Maintenance of Private Roads, M.C.L. 247.391 et. seq.  ...................... 2929 
State Trunk Line Highway System (Excerpts), M.C.L.  

247.659a, 247.660k, and 247.665a .................................................. 2932 
Surveys on Public and Private Property (Excerpt), M.C.L. 247.751 ..... 2938 
Transfer of Jurisdiction over Highways (Excerpt), M.C.L.  

247.855-247.856 .............................................................................. 2939 
Inter-County Highways, Super-Highways, and Limited Access  
 Highways, M.C.L. 252.1 et. seq.  .................................................... 2940 
The Drain Code of 1956 (Excerpts), M.C.L. 280.6, 280.11,  

280.321-280.328, and 280.341-280.343 .......................................... 2946 
(Natural Beauty Roads) Natural Resources and Environmental  
 Protection Act (Excerpt), M.C.L. 324.35701-324.35706 ................ 2955 
Electric Transmission Line Certification Act, M.C.L.  

460.561 et. seq.  ............................................................................... 2960 
Interstate Agreement on High Speed Intercity Rail Passenger  

Network, M.C.L. 462.71 et. seq.  .................................................... 2972 
 
 


